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THE EDITOR'S PREFACE.

Vd
Ix preparing for the Syndics of the Cambridge Uni-
versity Press this edition of the Works of S. Irenzus,
it has been deemed advisable to collate afresh the two
most ancient representatives of the Latin translation;
the Clermont and the Arundel MSS., both of which
are in England. The former is one of the gems of the
rich collection of Sir Thomas Phillipps at Middlehill; the
second, as the property of the nation, is in the British
Museum. The result of these collations has shewn
that Grabe and Massuet performed their work with
fidelity; not many readings of importance having es-
caped their observation. The Clermont MS. upon
which principally Massuet formed his text, is fairly
written in an Italian hand of the 'tenth century; pos-
sibly however two transcribers were employed upon it,
a second hand being observable, as it is imagined, from
fol. 189 to 274. The entire MS. is in good preserva-
tion, though it is *defective at the end, and exhibits
occasional omissions from careless copying, with a more

! Those who are conversant with The CLERMONT MS. is an early produc-
early European MSS. will agree that it  tion of the transitional period.
is difficult to judge of the period in 3 It ends abruptly near the com-
which writing was executed, defore the mencement of V. xxvi.
tenth century, but easy after the twelfth,
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lengthened 'hiatus, in the Fifth Book. The editor
gladly takes this opportunity of returning his most
grateful thanks to Sir Thomas and Lady Phillipps, for
the kindly hospitality that relieved the tedious work
of collation of much of its irksome character.

The Arundel MS. is in a bold Flemish hand, and is
of later date than the Clermont MS. by perhaps two
centuries. Its readings, however, are very valuable as
marking a different family. of codices, from that repre-
sented by the Clermont copy. This MS. also 1s imper-
fect towards the end, the defect being caused, not by
its own original loss, but by mutilation of some antece-
dent copy; thus the last column is left partly blank.
Grabe’s text represents the readings principally of the
Arundel MS. A *lithographed fac-simile has been pre-
pared of an entire page from each of these MSS. A
third MS. is still in existence and accessible; the Voss
MS. of the Leyden collection; it has been recently
collated by Stieren for his edition, and he frequently
notes inaccuracies in Grabe’s report of varie lectiones
obtained from this copy. But it should be borne in
mind that Grabe read it with other eyes; and that he
depended upon the friendly offices of Dodwell for his
report upon the readings of this MS. The Voss copy
is later again than the Arundel, and does not date
earlier than the fourteenth century. Still it is the only
perfect copy; or rather, it contains as much as any
other MS. that has been known since the discovery of

1 See 11. 359. simile is the first in order, after page
% The work of Messrs Standidge xii. A specimen page of the Voss MS.
and Co. London. The CLERMONT fac- is found in STIEREN'S edition.
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printing. It being no longer necessary to report in the
present edition every difference of reading, the text
has been formed upon a comparison of these three MSS.
with previous editions; the more remarkable variations
being expressed in the notes. The principal object of
the notes has been to explain more clearly the mind of
the author by reference to contemporaneous authority,
such as the FExcerpta from Theodotus, or the Didas-
calia Orientalrs, subjoined to the Hypotyposes of Cle-
ment of Alexandria; Hippolytus in his Phiosophu-
mena, and Tertullian in his Treatise c. Valentinum.
The notions against which the great work of Irenseus
was directed, have so many points of contact with
Greek philosophy, that occasional illustrations from
this source have been found necessary. A point of
some Interest will be found of frequent recurrence in
the notes; which is, the repeated instances that Scrip-
tural quotations afford, of having being made by one
who was as familiar with some Syriac version of the
New Testament, as with the Greek originals. Strange
varwe lectiones occur, which can only be explained by
referring to the 'Syriac version. It will not be forgot-
ten that S. Irenzus resided in early life at Smyrna;
and it is by no means improbable that he may have
been of Syrian extraction, and instructed from his
earliest infancy in some Syriac version of Scripture.
It is hoped also that the Hebrew attainments of *Ire-
nzus will no longer be denied.

The Syriac fragments, at the end of the second

1 Bee General Index, Syriac Analogies. 3 Ib. Jrencus—knowledge of Hebrew,

unteii
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Volume, are of considerable interest, having now for
the first time been placed by the side of the Latin
version. Their marvellous agreement with this trans-
lation, is another very satisfactory test of its close
fidelity to the original; it is also particularly fortunate
that these Syriac fragments represent, not any one or
two of the books, but the entire work throughout its
whole course; while 'one of the rubrics shews that the
work as translated in the East, was apparently as bulky
as that operated upon in the West. The peculiar
interest of the portion of an *epistle to Victor concern-
ing Florinus may be noted ; and generally, these frag-
ments throw some light upon the subordinate writings
and treatises of Ireneus. They have been obtained
prater spem, and were the Editor's reward for searching
through this noble 2collection of Syriac MSS. of high
‘antiquity.

Several additions have been made to the Greek
text from ® Hippolytus; and the transcription of passages
of some extent in the Philosophumena, from this work
of Irenseus, adds strength to the general argument, that
they were made by a pupil of Irenseus, and more
probably by °®Hippolytus than by any other. These

1 Syr. Fr. v. n. 1. Any future editor of the works of Cyril
3 S8yr. Fr. xxviii. - of Alexandria will find that it tecms
3 The Nitrian collection cannot fail with passages and treatises, bearing the
of becoming better known. The ex- name of the master spirit of the Ephe-
tracts made for this edition are as the sine period.
olvos wpddpouos of a promising vintage. 4 A lithographed facsimile of three of
A valuable fasciculus of Ante-Nicene the more ancient Codices that have fur-
Theology is to be obtained from this nished extracts will be found after p. xii.
source ; and descending to a later period 8 See General Index, Hippolytus.
it is particularly rich in subjects con- ¢ Mafdyrys 8¢ Elpyvalov o' IxxbéAvros.
nected with the Nestorian controversy. PBOT. Bibl, Cod. 121.
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quotations indeed will not justify the conjecture that
Hippolytus was the friend, at whose instance the work
was written, for the chronology of the two writers
makes the supposition wholly untenable; Hippolytus
must have been as young, when the work was written
c. Hereses, as Ireneus was when he heard Polycarp.
If this work were written before A.n. 190, we know
that Hippolytus was in his !vigour A.p. 250, when *he
wrote against Noetus. He may have received instruc-
tion therefore from Irenseus; but he can scarcely have
suggested to him the need of such a work as that now
before us. These are questions however that belong
rather to the Life of Irensus in a subsequent page.

The appearance of the invaluable work of Hippoly- m

tus rendered it necessary that many of our ideas upon .'). L
the Gunosticising heresies of the first two centuries I."..-"
should be readjusted; and that some systematic ac-  :
count should be given of the origin and phenomena of
this remarkable progression of the human intellect;
Dr Burton in England, and *Neander, ®Beausobre, ‘
*Matter, and " Baur upon the continent, have all written
at great disadvantage, from want of the light thrown l
in upon primitive obscurity by the Philosophumena. ‘.
The necessarily limited space that could be devoted

1 EPTPHANIUS writing A.D. 375, says  uéxpt Nofjrov xal Nonriavdy SiakapSars-
that NoETUs became heretical about puevor.

130 years before; ol wpd érdw whec- 3 Bampton Lecture.
brow, AN’ @s wpd xpbrov TV TolTWK 4 Genetische Entwickelung des Gnost.
éxardr Tpideorra, whelw 1} A\doow. Her.  Syst.
LVIL 1, 8 Histoire de Manichée.

3 v 8¢ 10 oclvrayua xard alpéoewv 8 Historre Critique de Gnosticisme.
A8’ dpxh» woioluevor Aocifearods, xal 7 Christlische Gnosts.
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to the subject in the preface to the present volume, has
been occupied, not so much in matters of detail, as in an
attempt to chart out the ground that any future his-
torian of the subject might be expected to traverse;
and to bring under a stronger light the main principles
that animated the Gnostic movement. In any case
definite ideas upon these two points of investigation
seem absolutely necessary, for the due appreciation
of the Author’s general argument.

The text then of the present Edition represents the
readings of those three MSS. that are alone extant
and available. Generally speaking the Codex Voss.
agrees with the Clermont copy, the most ancient and
valuable of all. The Arundel variations mark that
it belongs to a distinct family of MSS.; the divergence
from one common stock having taken place apparently
at a very remote antiquity. Other copies formerly
existed that have since disappeared. Nothing further
is known of the three Codices used by Erasmus, than
that they represent MSS. of a later age. The Codex
Vetus of Feuardent possesses a shadowy existence
in the variations reported by him; they more usually
agree with the Clermont and Voss text, than with the
Arundel. This copy has now disappeared from the
Vatican. Massuet cites various readings from a paper
MS. of the thirteenth century in the collection of
Cardinal Othobon at Rome. This too has perished;
but it agreed pretty closely with the readings of the
two Mercer MSS. so frequently quoted by Grabe.
The marginal notes of Passeratius, made upon his
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copy of the Erasmian edition, throughout the first
Book and the opening chapters of the second, have
been presumed to express his collation of some ancient
MS.; but this is far from certain. Some of the cor- °
rections are manifest conjectures. In any case the
original source of them was never known. The same
degree of doubt scarcely applies to the readings marked
by Grabe as Merc. 1. and 1. They are noted in the
Erasmian Edition belonging to the Leyden Library,
and were used by Stieren. The readings marked 1.
specify the testimony of one of two copies; while 1
implies that the same word was read in both. It does
not appear that one copy was marked 1. and the
other 1.

Erasmus put forth three editions of Irensus in the
years 15206, 1528, 1534; and after his death, Stieren
enumerates as many as seven reprints of the original
edition between 1545 and 1570, when the edition of
Gallasius appeared at Geneva, and contained the first
portions of the original Greek text from Epiphanius.
It was a great step in advance. In the following year
Grynseus put forth an edition of a very different charac-
ter, having nothing to recommend it. In 1575 Feuar-
dent’s edition appeared, the first of a series of six that
preceded Grabe in 1702. In Grabe’s Oxford Edition
considerable additions were made both to the Greek
original, and fragments; and the text was greatly
improved by a collation of the Arundel MS. with addi-
tions from the Cod. Voss. Ten years later the Bene-
dictine edition appeared, similarly enriched with the

B
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readings of the Clermont copy, and with a few more
original fragments. Massuet’s three Dissertations also
are a great acquisition. This edition was reprinted at
Venice A.D. 1724 ; the only remarkable addition being
the Pfaffian fragments, inserted only to be condemned
upon the narrowest theological grounds. In every
respect the Venetian is far inferior to the original
edition of Massuet. The edition of Stieren, 1853, is a
reprint of the Benedictine text, its principal original
value consisting in a more careful collation of the Voss
MS. than had been executed for Grabe by Dodwell.
It contains the notes of Feuardent, Grabe, and Massuet,
a8 well as the three Dissertations of the Benedictine.
A few more portions of Irenxan text are added from
Anecdota edited by Miinter, and Dr Cramer. Finally,
the present edition, with its Hippolytan cw{ouera, and
Nitrian® relics, its merits and defects, is now in the
reader’s hands.

1 The Syriac Fragment, VII., came
to hand too late for the emendation of
the corresponding passage in the Latin

translation, Lib. 111, c. xvii. 16. It ex-
emplifies the high critical value of these
Syriac MSS.

*.? It having been found necessary
to set up the Armenian passages, pp.
448, 462, in London, the Editor returns
his sincere thanks to Mr Watts, Temple
Bar, London, for the use of the type
and skilled work of his compositor.

To Dr Rien also, Curator of the

BuckLAND RECTORY, HERTS.
Oct. 5. 1857.

Oriental M8S. of the British Museum,
a like acknowledgment is due, for the
kindness with which, as being upon the
spot, he undertook the first rough revise
of the passages in question, previously
to the removal of the type to Cam-

bridge.




EXEMPLARIA CODICUM

I. CLAROMONTANI.
II. ARUNDELIANIL
ITI. SYRIACORUM.






PRELIMINARY MATTER.

I. SOURCES AND PHENOMENA OF GNOSTICISM.

II. LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 8. IRENAETUS.






ABSTRACT OF PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

GNOSTICISM, a recurrence to ancient principles, i.

Primitive religious belief, ii.—v.; Chaldsea, vi. vii.; ancient Persia, viii.—x.

Zoroastrian modification, xi.; not essentially Dualistic, xii. xiii. ; Zoroastrian Word,
xiii. xiv.; evil relative, and absolute, xiv. xv.; certain analogies with a
truer theology accounted for, xvi.; Persian system neither Polytheistic
nor idolatrous, xvii.

Egyptian system, soon degenerated into Polytheism, xviii. xix.; Platonic analo-
gies, xx.—xxiii.; Valentinian analogies, xxiii.—xxvi.; Egypt the source
of Greek mythology and of Greek civilization, xxvi,—xxviii.

Greek philosophy eclectic in its principle, xxviii.; Pythagoras, Plato, Thales, De-
mocritus, reverted to Egypt, xxx.—xxxiv.

Greek physical philosophy, xxxv.—xl.; supplied certain elements of Gnostic
terminology, xl.

Philosophical y»dos, xl. xli. ; Alexandrian eclecticism as involving Pythagorean
views, and Pree-Platonic notions, xlii.—xlv.; variously modified by Pla-

tonicism, xlvi.—lii. ; also the incorporation of Oriental modes of thought,
lii. ; principal eclectic innovators, liii.

Jewish Cabbala, compared with the Zend Avesta, liv. lv.
Philo Judseus, lv. ; religious element added to philosophy, lvi.
Recapitulation, lvii—lix.

y»&as, philosophical, oriental, and mystical, lx,—Ixii.; all combined in Philo,
Ixiii. ; and to be dealt with as a complex idea, Ixiv.

Simon Magus, the first Gnostic teacher who adopted a Christology in his Cab-
balistico-Zoroastrian theosophy, lxv. lxvi,; his own exponent, lxvii.;
Valentinian rationale indicated, Ixviii.

Menander, of the same Samaritan school, Ixix.
Nicolaitans taught the same theory of creation, Ixx.

As did Cerinthus; it may be traced through Philo to Zoroaster, Ixxi. ; rationale of
Docetic theory, Ixxii. ; other notions of Cerinthus, ibid.

Ebionites, neither Jews nor Christians, Ixxiii. lxxiv.

Carpocrates, widely syncretic, 1xxv.; denied that there was any moral quality in
human actions, lxxvi.; his peculiar metensomatosis of the soul, lxxvii ;
Epiphanes, ibid.

C2



xvi

Ophites or Naassenes, Ixxviii. ; origin of the name investigated, tdid. Ixxix,; their
system a fusion of Cabbalistic notions with heathen mysteries, Ixxx.;
man the subject of two distinct acts of creation, tbid.; origin of soul,
necessity of baptismal regeneration, lxxxi.; though in & heathen sense,
Ixxxii, ; Light the creative principle, Ixxxiii. ; the Ophic Nus evolved, . ;
fall of man, Ixxxiv.; Ophite worship and Christology, tb.; not strictly
Docetic, Ixxxv.; & perversion of certain important Christian doctrines,
Ixxxvi.

Peratee of Chaldsea, astrological fatalists, lxxxvii.

Baturninus, last of the Samaritan following, Ixxxviii. ; copied Simon, and mediately
Zoroaster, Ixxxix.; two distinct races of men, by nature good and bad,
xc.; vegetarian and Docetic, tB.

Basilides, a Syrian, engrafted on the theories of Simon Peripatetic and Pla-
tonic principles, xci. xcii.; negative term for the Deity, tb.; probable
meaning, xciii. ; held the Diarchic theory, xciv. ; still in subordination to
one supreme principle, xcv.

Creation spoken of Peripatetice, rather than Platonice, xcvi.; Atheistic in
language, not in idea, #b.; his Cosmogony, originating from Light,
xcvil xcviii,

Three vléryres, and angelic essences evolved, xcix.—ci.; Demiurge, ci.;
Gospel light kindling as flame, cii. ciii. ; later Platonism compared, civ.;
varying accounts examined, cvi,—cix.

Valentinus an Egyptian, cx.; gave & strong Oriental colouring to his Platonic
and Pythagorean notions, cxi. ; copied Basilides, cxii.—cxv.

Three groups of Aons, cxvi. ; a8 in the Egyptian Theogonia, cxvii, ; rationale
of the Ogdoad, oxx. cxxi. ; of the Decad and Dodecad, cxxii. cxxiii.

Enthymesis in relation with Gnosis, cxxv.; Passion eliminated from the Ple-
roma and materialised, cxxvii.

Valentinian Christology, cxxviii. ; & fourfold Christ, cxxix.

Formation of Achamoth, #b. cxxxii.; origin of matter, cxxx.; philosophical
analogies, oxxxi.; introduction of evil, cxxxiii.; and of the spiritual
principle, thid.; 38efdr xal dplarepow, tb. oxxxiv.; Demiurge, cxxxvi;
Hebdomas, cxxxvii. ; Cosmocrator, cxxxviii.

Creation of man as a quadruple compound, cxl. ; Docetic view of Christ, cxli.;
gift of Spirit indefectible, tb. cxlii. ; moral effect of this doctrine, cxlii.;
Valentinian theory of inspiration, cxliii.

The Valentinian scheme in closer contact with the Platonic system, than with
the East, cxliv.; still certain striking analogies with Oriental theories,
cxlvi. ; the syltem popular rather than lasting, 3.

Marcion’s three principles, cxlvii ; Christology Docetic, cxlviii.; symbolised with
the Encratite, cxlix.; repudiated Jewish and heathen systems alike, cl.;
vitality of his system, chi.
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gift of Spirit indefectible, ¢B. coxlii. ; monleﬂoct of this dootrine, oxlii.;
Valentinian theory of inspiration, cxliii.

The Valentinian scheme in closer contact with the Platonic system, than with
the East, cxliv.; still certain striking analogies with Oriental theories,
cxlvi.; the system popular rather than lasting, b.
Marcion’s three principles, cxlvii ; Christology Docetic, cxlviii.; symbolised with
the Encratite, cxlix. ; repudiated Jewish and heathen systems alike, cl.;
vitality of his system, cli.



PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

GNOSTIC SYSTEM.

Tue Gnostic system in its original development, marks an Eary

carnest endeavour on the part of the human intellect to "goe

recur to certain primary principles, that gave a starting ;poon.v.

point to the philosophical theories of Greece, and that sub- ©° i

sisted among other races also, in proportion to their civili-

sation, as the arcane soul of their faith in things unseen.

That glimpses of truth, of which man had an unclouded

view in Paradise, were still retained in the earliest ages of |

the world, is very evident, so far as the Bible has revealed

to us the religious history of the various families of the

human race after the deluge. For a time, at least, the tra-

ditions of Paradise held their ground; nor had they wholly

died away when Christ appeared. Gnosticism applied itself |

to collect and re-arrange these fragmentary portions of

truth; although, as might be expected of a work performed

without reference to Divine Revelation, the materials were

thrown together in much grotesque confusion, and pre-

sented at the best a rude and undigested mass of dimly

appreciated truth. The Persian theosophy of Zoroaster, p.4 n.1.

the Cabbala learned by the Jews in Babylon, the Isiacal

traditions of Egypt, as refined into a system of harmony by

Plato, the arithmetical theories of Pythagoras, possibly of

Indian origin, and symbolising the abstract truth and un- .,

limited power of the Deity, were severally laid under Fa i
VOL. I a




Early
Forms of
Belief,

Heb. vil. 1.

Gen. xii. 19;
xvi. 13

Gen. xvi. 10.

Gen. xx.
3—=8.

i PATRIARCHAL THEOLOGY.

contribution; they were amalgamated successively by the
Gnostic schools, and eventually all met in the Valentinian
theory.

A brief review of the earlier forms of religious belief
so far as History, whether Sacred or Profane, has revealed
them to us, will enable the reader to judge of the cor-
rectness of this view.

Before Abraham was chosen to be the especial guardian
of the truth, we may trace the existence of a primitive
theology upon earth. Melchizedek, most probably of the
race of Shem, whose genealogy coincided with that of
Abraham in some ancestral link, was a Preacher of Righte-
ousness and Priest of the Most High God, and he ex-
pressed doctrines that, without doubt, were handed down
from a more ancient source. Are we to imagine that the
same truths were altogether hidden from other collateral
branches of the same widely spreading stock; such as the
children of Elam, and Aram, and Asshur, the Joktanid® of
the Arab coasts, or the Shemitic dispersion of the days
of Peleg?

If we follow the patriarch Abraham in his descent to
Egypt, we observe clearly that the primitive traditions of
the Asiatic had not yet wholly evaporated. They still
possessed in direct descent, a fragmentary ray of the re-
ligious light inherited by the sons of Noah; for we cannot
fail to be struck with the similarity of faith in funda-
mental verities, that brought Abraham and the Egyptian
king into closer relations than could have subsisted without
it. Their intercourse was established upon the immutable
basis of justice and truth; whilst Hagar, the Egyptian
handmaid of Sarah, confessed faith in an All-wise Deity,
and was favoured with an angelic vision and message.
Abimelech also, king of Gerar of the Philistines, gave
evidence of his belief in one God, and expressed himself
in a religious point of view very much as the patriarch
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rile he displayed that nice sense of justice and Early

t is inseparable from all true religion; and the Ff;l:ﬁ:gd

that he established with Abraham, based on a gey yxvis;
eligious obligation, was afterwards renewed with xxvi. 3025
3a8.C.

ending to the time of Joseph’s administration of

8 of Egypt, we meet with occasional evidences of
sligious sense, and Pharaoh confessed in Joseph Gen. xii. s.
ation of God’s Holy Spirit, unless indeed a plural
attached here to D’H‘?R, as in the book of Daniel, pan. iv.s.
V"‘IP ]’U‘?@;’ﬂﬁ has been correctly rendered by
lators, the spirit of the holy gods. It may be af-

ith greater certainty, that there could have been

great discordance in religious belief between Jo- Gen.xi s.
the priest of On, whose daughter he received in

, and who gave birth to Ephraim and Manasseh.

st of On, like Melchizedek and Jethro, was in all

ty the temporal and spiritual chieftain of his tribe,

rding to patriarchal usage, had supreme authority

tters pertaining to faith and discipline.

in the highest degree probable, therefore, that the
knowledge of God subsisted among those tribes

uman race that first come forth from the dark

ind of antiquity. The earliest traditions still sur-

d preserved these primitive races from becoming

in total darkness. Laban, as a Syrian ready to

ay have had his senseless personifications of things

s sculptile gods and Teraphim, and yet have con-

ith in one God; at least, the example of Jacob’s Gen. xxxv.
1 leads directly to the inference, that this was a

ible inconsistency.

Mosaic period still bears out our theory, not in-
regards the state of Egypt, which now was en-

n darkness that might be felt; but as regards the

f such of the adjoining tribes as the extreme

a2 _aanetdill
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Early conciseness of the sacred history, and of the inspired re-
F%';ﬁ:f?f cords, enable us to place under investigation. Thus Jethro,
s oo the father-in-law of Moses, was priest of Midian, but the
-1 wisdom and godliness of his counsel to the elect deliverer

of God's people, and his faultless confession, mark that he
worshipped God, according to the light that he possessed,

in spirit and in truth. The patriarch Job may be referred

to this period of history; though not a Jew, he was of

Jobi.17.  Shemitic blood, and lived within foray reach of the Chal-
dees; but he had a true and spiritual knowledge of God.

And we are not justified in limiting this belicf to himself.

His three friends, however mistaken they may have been

in their views, were at least true to the religious traditions

of their forefathers, and expressed sentiments that found

Jovii. 1. & ready echo in the soul of the Patriarch. The Temanite,
the Shuhite, and the Naamathite spoke out in them; and

if so, the tribes that they respectively represented can

hardly be excluded from the number of those that, with a

certain degree of fidelity, still preserved a true knowledge

of God. They may have been infected indced with Za-
bianism; and Job implies that the worship of the host of

heaven was by no means strange to his neighbourhood;

Job xxxi. 26 If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking
in brightness, and my heart hath been secretly enticed, or

my mouth hath kissed my hand; still Zabianism, what-

ever it might be in a popular point of view, was quite
consistent with a philosophical faith in One Supreme Being,

which, for the present, is all that we are concerned to
ascertain. Job’s friends may have spoken as wise men with

the wise, and still have kissed the hand with the multitude

2 Kings v. 17. to the starry firmament: much as Naaman found no difficulty
in confessing faith in the God of Israel, but still reserved to

himself the liberty to bow himself in the house of Rimmon.

Again, the prophetic burthen of the son of Beor

proves that the full flood-tide of corruption had not yet
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wholly overwhelmed the carlier and purer faith of the ngyof
East ; and, so far as Mesopotamia was concerned, the know-  Belief.
ledge of One God, the Creator and Governor of the Deut. xxii.4.
world, was not yet extinct upon the banks of the Tigris

and Euphrates. Balaam enounced the true traditions that

he had received, the yvwois that constituted him prophet, Numb. xxiv.

xxil. 18;

and taught the unity of the Deity, his faithfulness power ’,‘;,{c“ i
and goodness; also that justice mercy and humility are
the reasonable sacrifice that God requires of his creatures.

Again, descending lower in the Sacred History, those
families of Moab, of whom Ruth the ancestress of the
Saviour was born, can scarcely have been wholly lost in
the darkness of idolatry. Some knowledge at least of the
Great and Good God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, must
have subsisted amongst them; the traditional light of early
ages still radiated around; and the daughter of Moab
spoke from her own religious sense, no less than from
affection for her Jewish mother-in-law, when she declared
to Naomi, Inireat me not to leave thee, or to return from Buniis,
Jollowing after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall be my people,
and thy God my God: where thou diest, will I die, and there
will I be buried : the Lord do so to me, and more also, if
ought but death part thee and me. These three instances
of an almost synchronous knowledge of God, in such dis-
tinct tribes of the Aramaic stock, shew that the light of
religion may have pervaded the whole of the descendants
of Shem far more generally than we usually imagine.

With regard to other families of the same stock,
Aristotle declared that Chaldea had a philosophic faith, Cf. Diod. Sie.
when as yet Egypt had none; therefore, long before the D. Laert. L8
age of Moses, who was learned, eraidevOn, in all the wis- acavinse
dom of the Egyptians. This brings us back towards the
time when Abraham emigrated from the banks of the

Euphrates. The Magian priests, indeed, when Babylon
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was taken by Alexander, affected to produce tiles inscribed
with astronomical observations, that reached back over
470,000 years, and this claim, when reduced to its proper
dxmensxons, would still leave them at the head of human
" civilisation. Diodorus Siculus, no doubt, assigns a priority of
political and philosophical existence to Egypt, and says that
Babylon was colonised from the banks of the Nile; but, in-
dependently of ethnological considerations, his authority
is inferior to that of Aristotle. The geographical position
also of the Chaldeeans favours the notion, that they would
be among the first to emerge from the infant simplicity
of the earlier families of our race. They were the very
centre of the commerce of the old world, dispensing on
the one hand the merchandise of Persia and India to their
more western neighbours, and on the other, receiving
and transmitting back the rich produce of Arabia, Egypt,
and of the more southern countries, Nubia, and Athiopis,
and Abyssinia. The restless energy also that made them
the great military power of the day, would lead the sage
on to intellectual conquest, and to accept from the nations
with which his countrymen were thrown in contact, that
which commended itself in each to his reason. It was by
their agency that countries west of the Indus received the
first general notions of arithmetical, geometrical, and as-
tronomical science. It is the rational belief, however,
rather than the philosophic attainment of Chaldxa, with
which we have to do; and, so far as we can judge, it was
no unknown light that broke in upon the mind of Nebu-
chadnezzar when he confessed his belief in the power and
wisdom of the God of the Hebrews, though still tinged
greatly with a polytheism, that he renounced on his re-
storation to reason. Darius the Mede made a similar
confession, but he had studied in Egypt.

From this period the religious faith of Chaldma may
have been purified to some extent, through contact with




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































